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tween Irish commerce and progress, but found it would require a volume to itself, and involye both 
the writer and the reader in a mist of speculative conjecture. We have merely, then, placed together, 
na nearly as convenient in chronological order, such scattered notices of Irish commerce in the olden 
time as we have met with — principally when making researches on other subjects. Knowing that 
other and abler writers are engaged in exploring the rich and still undeveloped mines of Irish archae- 
ology, we have the less diffidence in adding these meagre contributions to the pile : though they be 
email and rough, they form nevertheless an addition to the cairn. 



THE PENMANSHIP OF ANCIENT WEITINGS. 



The art of decyphering ancient manuscripts is unknown to many whose time might probably be 
usefully occupied in acquiring a knowledge of that art. Some are apparently inclined to the 
supposition that the difficulties attendant upon the acquirement of that knowledge are sufficient 
to deter those who may not have made up their minds to acquire it, notwithstanding the 
labour that may be attendant upon that acquirement. It will, I think, be found that in those 
instances iu which a desire is manifested of becoming acquainted with the true history of Ireland 
as it is to be found, and only found, in ancient records, the enquirer will be scarcely deterred 
from the prosecution of his researches by the trifling difficulty of decyphering the character 
in which these records have been written. With respect to that character or form of letters, it most 
have been observed by those who have had an opportunity of examining ancient documents that the 
penmanship exceeds in beauty and durability that of the present age; — the characters in which they 
are written have been truly described as nitidi, rotimdi, elegantes, and there can be but little doubt 
that at some future time, when scarcely a portion of the legal records of a recent date can be deey- 
phered, those of times long past — provided they be not in the meantime destroyed by fire or other 
mischance, to which unfortunately they are daily liable — will be almost as perfect as they were upon 
the day in which they were written. 

It is not my intention in the present paper to enter upon a history of penmanship, but merely to 
point attention to the principal obstacle which presents itself to the learner upon making his first 
attempt to decypher an ancient writing, namely, the contractions, inasmuch as almost every word 
which is written in ancient legal documents is curtailed by the omission of one, two, three or more 
letters. The examples of penmanship which are presented to us in the accompanying plate have been 
taken from several of the more ancient of the Exchequer records, which are deposited in the Ex- 
chequer Record Office, at the Four Courts, Dublin. 
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No. 1. — The fac-siinile marked No. 1 is taken from the transcript of the Magna Charta for Ireland, 
anno 1. Henry IIT., wMch is entered in the Bed Book of the Exchequer, and which is supposed to be 
the most ancient legal record in the kingdom. One of the clauses of that valuable document is here 
given, and it is in these words : — M omnes kydelle deponantMr de cetera per totam Avenlithe et per to- 
tam Hihemiam nisi per costeram maris. " And all kydells shall be pulled down hereafter throughout 
all the Avenlith,* and throughout the whole of Ireland, except by the sea-coast." It will be ob- 
served that the word omnes is contracted by the omission of the letter n : and the word depmMniur 
is not perfect, lacking as it does the letter «, the final letter r being placed above the letter (. The 
word cetero is also curtailed by the omission of the letters er, which is supplied by a contraction of 
very frequent ooourrence in legal instruments. The word per is cojitracted, and as this word is 
scarcely ever to be found in its perfect form in ancient records it will be well to observe the form of 
the contraction, namely, a simple line passed through the tail of the letter p. The word Hylemiam 
is also contracted by the omission of the letters er, which is supplied by the line passed through the 
letter 5 ; and the concluding letters am are also omitted. 

No. 2. — The second fao-simile of ancient handwriting which is presented to us is taken from the 
Pipe Roll of the 46th year of Henry the Third, and is introduced in the plate for the purpose of 
giving an example of the mode in which arithmetical figures are generally, if not at all times, written 
in legal documents. The words are — Ricardus de Exonia reddit compotum de £254. 7s. 6c?. de 
pluris debitii. " Richard of Exeter renders an account of £254 7s 6d of many debts." The three 
words at the commencement in their contracted form are written thus — Bicus de Exon ; the letter 
r merely supplies the place of the word reddit, and a crooked mark is all that is given instead of 
the word compotum. The sum of £200 is represented by the two letters c, the sum of £50 by the 
letter I, and the sum of £4 by four simple perpendicular lines ; the letter v represents the sum of 5s 
in the amount which is stated of the shillings and also of the pence. 

No. 3. — ^We come now to the third example, being a fae-simile of part of an enrolment which is 
to be found upon the Memoranda Roll, 31 to 35 Edward I. The words are as follows : — Memoran- 
dum quod 16 die Februarii venit hie Sicardus de Exonia et pro EUzahetha que fuit uxor Johannis 
Mow defuncfi qui tenuit de Archiepiscopatu Ardmacefimis in manu domini Regis existente tempore 
vacationis, &c., rogavit Th^awrmium et Barones quod dictam EUzaletham de licenda, &c., se fostit 
maritare. " Be it remembered, that on the 16th day of February came here Richard of Exeter, and for 
Elizabeth, who had been the wife of John Mour, deceased, who held of the Archbishoprick of Armagh, 
being in the hands of the Lord the King, in the time of vacancy, &e., he asked the Treasurer and 
Barons that he might marry the said Elizabeth, with license, &c." It will be scarcely required that I 
should do more with respect to this entry than to draw attention to certain contractions of most 



* i.e., the river Liffey, at Dublin. 
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frequent occurrence ; as for instance, the word quod wiicli is presented to ns in its reduced form 
consisting of the letters q and d only. Another contraction of an ordinary kind is the word pro, which 
appears before us as the letter p, with a mark drawn through the tail of that letter, but unlike 
the mark which is used when the word per is contracted ; and also different from the mark of con- 
traction which is made use of when the wotipre is curtailed. 

No. 4. — This example is taken from the Memoranda Boll of tbe 5th year of Edward II. The 
entry upon the record has relation to the Knights Templars, showing that friar Henry Danet the 
Master, and the friars of that ordpr, had petitioned the Justiciary of Ireland that he should hold all 
their possessions which had been granted to them by the late Lord Lieutenant, the Earl of Cornwall, 
and therefirom to find them their support. The words upon the plate are these : — Avdita petitione 
frairieBenrwiDunetmagistriMilitieTempUin Hibemia eifralrum suorum ejusdem ordinis euppli- 
cantium quod possunt esse per manucaptionem sicut inprima capUone sua esse consuemrunt. " Having 
heard the petition of friar Henry Danet, the Master of the Knights Templars in Ireland, and of his 
friars of the same order, praying that they may be by manucaption as in their first caption they were 
accustomed to be." There are two contractions in this entry to which I would wish to draw attention, 
namely, one for the letters rum and the other for the letters us ; both of which are of frequent oc- 
currence. It will be observed that to the letter r of the word suorum there is added a mark, which 
varies in its form from those to which our attention has been ahready drawn, the which mark is the re- 
presentative, if I may so term it, of the letters rum. This word is followed by the word ejusdem, 
in which another and distinct contraction is to be found, namely, that which is used in the place of 
the letters us, and consisting of a figure bearing no resemblance to the other contractions which 
have been adverted to. By this word ejmdem it is also shown that there was no difference made 
between the form of the letter j and that of the letter i. 

No. 6. — This fao-simile is taken from the Memoranda RoU of the 37 and 38 Edw. III. The entry 
in its complete state, as it appears upon the original record, has reference to certain expenses which 
had been incurred by the warden or guardian of the works of Dublin Castle, under the directions of 
Lionel, Earl of Ulster, as Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, namely, in the making of "un chasticl de fust, 
un paale de fust, deux cheynes de feer pour le dit chastiel, et feist abatre la maison en my lieu le 
dist chastielque feust apelle le Ledenhuche," the making also of" un Barge, une novelle chambre jouste 
la petite chapelle, et une novelle maison jouste la pestrine du dit chastiel" — of " cent baches and sys 
billes de feer" and other things. The following ia a translation of the words of Norman-French which 
are above ^ven, " a castle of wood, a paling of wood, two iron cbains for the said castle, and for 
pulling down the house in the middle of the said castle which was called the "Ledenhuche," the 
making of a roof, a new chamber adjoining to the little chapel, and a new house adjoining to the 
bakery of the said castle, one hundred hatchets, and six iron bills." The words as they are shewn 
in the plate are as follows : — Quia Leonellus Comes Ultonie filixis noster carisaimus locum tenens nos- 
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trum in terra nostra Hibemie diversa opera pro ludis [ * ] et aliis voluntatibus mis phcentia 
tarn infra castrum nostrum DMinense quam alihi. " Because Leonel, Earl of Ulster, our most dear 
son, our lieutenant in our land of Ireland (has caused to be made^ divers works pleasing to him 
for games and other his pleasures, as well within our castle as elsewhere." 

The contraction to which I desire to call attention in this fac-amile is that which is commonly 
suhstituted for the letters er when it is added to the letter t, This contraction is to be found in the 
plate at the word noster, and also in the word terra. 

If the reader will take the trouble to examine the letters of the time of Henry III. as they are 
shown at No. 1, in the plate with those of the reign of Edward III., as they are depicted at No. 3, 
he will, if I mistake not, come to tho conclusion that they bear a very close resemblance to each 
other, and also to the several letters of the intervening reigns. The only material difference in form 
will probably be found in the shape of the letter e ; and that difference arises rather, as I conceive, 
from the taste or fancy of the scribe, than from any other cause, who, as is shown at No. 5 iti the 
plate, has formed that letter by making in the first instance a circle in form resembling the letter o, 
and by afterwards placing within it a little dash, which leads from the upper margin of the letter 
towards its centre : the letter e, in the previous examples from Nos. 1 to 4, being in form almost 
identical with that of the same letter at the present day. In a subsequent paper I hope to be able 
to give examples of the handwriting which appears upon several of the ancient records of the Court 
of Exchequer, which are subsequent in date to those now given. Jambs P. Fbbgcson. 

• I eaQ&ot discoTer the meaning of the word for which a blank is here left. The word as it appears upon the re- 
cord may stand for either cmsribm, caneribus, iaveribus, taneribus, cemeribus, or temeribua. [J. F, F.] 



